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SUM M ER PROGRAM S MAKE SCIENCE FUN FOR KIDS
M ISSO U LA Frogs, fire and forensics are among the subjects that will be explored during a series of
Summer Science Discovery Programs offered by the Montana Natural History Center.
The programs are geared toward making science fun for kids ages 4 to 15 and are taught
by experts from The University of Montana and Missoula community. Most last for about a week,
run from two to seven hours each day, and typically cost $53 for MNHC members and $60 for
non-members.
More information on these and other programs -- including Nature Discovery Day Camps
for kids ages 7 to 10 —is available in the MNHC summer catalog, available free by calling 3270405, e-mailing mnhc@montana.com or stopping by the Nature Center at Fort Missoula, located
in Post Headquarters Building T-2. The catalog and registration forms also are available online at
http://www.treasurestate.com/mnhc/.
Summer Science Discovery Programs are:
•

“Pollinators!” —Kids ages 11 to 15 can learn about bees and other pollinators
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday, June 19-23, at UM and the Nature
Center. The instructor is UM biology Research Associate Professor Penny Kukuk.

•

“Dramatically Different Science” -- This special two-week program offers ages 12

-more-
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to 14 a chance to research a natural history topic, then write and perform a play
about it. The program runs from 9 a m. to noon Monday through Friday, June 1930, and is instructed by Dorene Might-Dyer.
“GLOBE-a-thon: Mapping the Environment” —Ages 12 through 14 will form a
team focused on “Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the Environment,”
which includes mapping and measuring using geographic information system
(GIS), satellite and other data collection tools. The program runs from 8:30 to
11:30 a.m. Monday through Friday, June 26-30, at the Nature Center and UM.
Instructor is Christine Brick, UM adjunct faculty member.
“Wild Natives” —Ages 8 to 12 will learn about the connections between people,
plants and bugs from 1 to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, June 26-30, at the
Nature Center and field locations along the Bitterroot River. Instructor is Will
Kerling.
“Lynx and Hares” —Ages 9 through 14 will use radio-telemetry, DNA sampling
and GIS locating to track elusive lynx and hares in Seeley Lake field locations.
This three-day program runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday through Friday,
July 5-7, and is instructed by UM forestry Associate Professor Scott Mills.
“Bear Facts & Bear Tracks” —Ages 10 to 14 will discover the world of bears by
taking a field trip with world-famous bear biologist Chuck Jonkel, watching
award-winning films from the International Wildlife Film Festival, making a plaster
bear track and doing other creative activities. The program will be held from 1 to 4
p.m. Monday through Friday, July 10-14, and is instructed by Debbie Fassnacht
and Lisa Kerscher.
“Living Wild in the City: MUD Camp” —Ages 6 through 12 will join the Missoula
Urban Demonstration Project in learning the wild side of urban ecology, garden
science, homestead cooking and other earthy activities from 1 to 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday, July 10-14, at MUD headquarters, 629 Phillips St.
“From Weeds to Wildflowers” —Ages 11 to 15 can learn to preserve and restore
native plant communities in Missoula and surrounding habitats from 8:30 to 11:30
a.m. Monday through Thursday, July 17-20. Instructor is Marilyn Marler, UM
weed specialist.
“Art and Anatomy of Birds” —Ages 9 to 14 will learn to appreciate birds from the
inside out with close-up observation of live birds of prey from 10 a.m. to noon
Monday through Friday, July 17-21, at UM. Instructors are Bev Glueckert and
Kate Davis of Raptors of the Rockies.
“Explore This!” —Four- and 5-year-olds will discover the natural world through
-more-
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hands-on activities, art projects, singing and storytelling from 10 a.m. to noon
Monday through Friday, July 24-28, at the Nature Center. Instructor is Dorene
Might-Dyer.
“Frog Field Camp” — Ages 11 to 15 will learn to identify amphibians by sight and
sound while collecting information about amphibians for a wetlands survey that
will culminate in a one-night camp out. This program runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Monday, July 24, and from 9 a.m. Tuesday, July 25, to 3 p.m. Wednesday, July 26
Instructors are Bryce Maxell and Chris Funk of UM’s Amphibian Research Team.
“The Predator/Prey Puzzle” —Ages 8 to 12 will explore the relationship between
predators and prey by focusing on elk and elk habitat from 9 to 11 a.m. Monday
through Friday, July 3 1-Aug. 4, at the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation.
“Fire Science” —Ages 9 to 12 will do hands-on experiments to learn about
wildlands fire and its importance to western Montana species from 1 to 3 p.m.
Monday through Friday, Aug. 7-11, at the Nature Center and a field location.
Instructors include Jane Kapler-Smith of the U.S. Forest Service Rocky Mountain
Research Station Fire Lab.
“Dig It! An Adventure in Archaeology” —Ages 9 to 14 can get their hands dirty
while finding, cleaning and interpreting historical material, learning to make fire
without matches, and mapping and digging an archaeological site. This program
runs from 10:30 a.m. to noon Monday through Friday, Aug. 7-11, at the Nature
Center and field locations. It is taught by UM anthropology Visiting Instructor
Garry Kerr.
“Forensics” —Ages 10 to 15 will learn how to interpret the scene o f a crime using
hands-on detective work on real human remains (bones and ashes), as well as
animal remains and casts. The program runs from 10:30 a.m. to noon Monday
through Friday, Aug. 14-18, at UM, and is taught by Garry Kerr.
“Casting and Tracking” —Ages 9 through 12 will learn the basics of casting and
mold-making while studying tracks in the field, exploring animal habitats and
examining skulls, skins and teeth from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Monday through Friday,
Aug. 14-18, at UM. Instructor is Garry Kerr.
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